
HISTORY PAPER 1
Paper 1 of the IGCSE History 0470 exam focuses on core content. It assesses
students' understanding of historical events, themes, and concepts covered in
the curriculum. Below is an outline of the structure of the paper and the type of
questions students can expect, along with guidance on how to approach them
effectively.

​​What is tested in this paper:
Assessment objectives AO1 An ability to recall, select, organize and deploy
knowledge of the syllabus content.
AO2 An ability to construct historical explanations using an understanding of:
• cause and consequence, change and continuity, similarity and difference
• the motives, emotions, intentions and beliefs of people in the past.

How to answer part (a) of a question [4 marks]
This question is purely knowledge-based; no analysis is at all required. In this question,
you get 1 mark for each fact you have written. The facts should be presented in very
brief statements. For developing one point, you may be awarded an additional mark for
that point.
Tips - Write this answer in points - in 4 to 6 lines. Do not waste a lot of time on these and
instead spend it on the structured essay questions. Although 4 points can get you 4
marks, it is recommended that you write 5 points and provide an example as these can
carry additional marks. Make sure to include specific details, for example if the question
asks “what was the berlin airlift” mention “27 500 trips to Berlin supplied 2 million tons
of supplies”

How to answer part (b) of a question [6 marks]

This question tests both knowledge and understanding. Here you are required to explain
2 reasons in relation to the topic to get marks awarded for level 4 (6 marks).

A sample answer where 6 marks were awarded : ( this has been taken from Sample
answers posted by CIE. If you wish to read more, you can find graded answers by school
teachers on our website below graded past papers )



How to answer part (c) of a question [10 marks]
This is an essay based question. Most questions ask for an evaluation of “how far” so it
is mandatory to write both sides for an argument in order to achieve higher marks.
You must show both why you AGREE with the question and why you DISAGREE with the
question. Ideally, you can provide 2 arguments for supporting the statement and 1
argument for against or vice versa.
You then MUST also give a conclusion, which involves:
(i) Which one point is the most important and why (ii) Why you agree or disagree with
the topic in the question.
Tips - Giving each point its own paragraph will help the examiner keep track of your
points and appreciate their value the way you want them to.



A sample answer where 8 marks ( high) were awarded : ( this has been taken from
Sample answers posted by CIE. You can find graded answers by school teachers on our
website below graded past papers )






